
Is it May already? 

What happened to April? 

I need to be in March! 

 No one is free from the sense of 

time slipping away -- maybe even 

speeding away?  And no one is 

powerless to pause, reflect, and give 

thanks. 

 Motherôs Day lies ahead.  What a 

great time to pause, reflect, and give 

thanks, maybe even compose a 

prayer in the heart and offer it. 

 Our Parish Picnic lies ahead.  We 

come together in a picnic setting to 

celebrate our Church School 

teachers and their work.  What a 

great time to pause, reflect, and 

give thanks for the joy and energy 

we can see each Sunday in the 

children as they come to join us for 

communion. 

 Soon the Preschool will have its 

fifth óMoving Onô ceremony to bid 

farewell to our four-year-old 

classes and close another year of 

engaging children in a world that is 

good. 

 And, thanks to you and the 

Vestry for taking in hand our 

recent Every Member Canvass.  

Work on the Education Building is 

almost done.  Space is there to 

expand upon our educational work.  

Your responses enable us all to be 

better stewards of the time and 

opportunities God has given us. 

 Time may seem to pass by too 

quickly, but never that time in 

which it is right, good, and a joyful 

thing to give thanks. 

   

 

             - Jerry Fisher 

From the Rector 
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     Spring is not 

just in the air; it is 

in full swing.  

Things are 

popping out all 

over and that 

includes St 

Johnôs.  The lower level of the 

education building is almost 

done.  Just a few last minute 

details remain.  It will afford 

many opportunities for new and/

or expanded ministries and 

programs for our congregants. 

 Tara and Brian Henderson 

gave an update on the St Johnôs 

website at the March vestry 

meeting.  This is a ministry that 

they have taken on for us.  The 

website will be extensive and 

include areas for the preschool, 

schedules, programs, member 

profiles and demographics, and 

much more, including a military 

page for information about our 

family members serving in the 

Armed Forces. You can visit at 

www.stjohnswf.com.  The site is 

still under development.  If you 

have suggestions send them to 

Tara at tara@mysticchaos.com. 

 The supplemental every 

member canvas is ongoing as I 

write this and appears to be going 

very well.  I cannot give enough 

credit to Tom Marshall  for his 

excellent letter that kicked off the 

information flow and to Tom 

Baker and Lowell Lafreniere for 

spearheading the rest of the effort.  

They deserve the thanks of every 

member of the church.  The every 

member canvas for 2009 will be 

done in October and November 

this year, along with a budget and 

plans for 2009.  We are planning 

the vestry election to be done 

before yearôs end and the vestry 

retreat for the first weekend in 

January 2009.  That will get the 

vestry off to a running start early 

in the year. With plans for the 

year made and the budget out of 

the way, the vestry will be able to 

move on to the ministries and 

programs that are the lifeblood of 

the spiritual development of the 

church members. 

 One of our most important 

goals is to improve 

communication among the 

church staff, the vestry, and the 

congregation.  This is a three-

way flow that goes in all 

directions and has to be attended 

to at all times.  Like the thousand 

and one details of the smooth 

working of the church (or any 

organization), it doesnôt just 

happen.  It requires constant 

attention and effort on the part of 

everyone.  We on the vestry 

intend to do our part. 

Bill Goldston, Senior Warden 

Senior Wardenôs Corner 

Soles of St John's will have a tent 

set up on the inside of the track 

at an assigned space from late 

Friday afternoon until approx. 

10:30AM on Saturday. 

 Do you think you may be 

able to help volunteer to stay at 

the sales table for an hour or 

so, or bake something special? 

If so, please contact Dot Hinton 

at 761-1104. You may also stop 

by our table in the Parish Hall 

after the 10:30 service on all 

Sundays prior to this event, to 

 The ECW is continuing in its 

efforts to have more outreach 

ministries, in keeping with this 

goal, we will be support-

ing Wake Forest and North Ra-

leighôs Relay for Life. We will 

be baking Specialty Cakes for 

the silent auction and will sell 

single-serving size desserts for 

walkers on Friday evening. 

 Relay for Life will take place 

at the Wakefield High School 

track and football field, on May 

16th thru May 17th. The Joyful 

Episcopal Church Women Supporting Relay for Life 

register to walk, sponsor 

someone to walk, or buy a Lu-

minary to remember loved ones 

lost to the disease.  

 The American Cancer Soci-

ety/ Relay for Life is the largest 

grassroots, not-for-profit fund-

raier in the world! Help support 

our part in this great effort to 

find a cure for Cancer. Celebrate 

survivors, remember those lost, 

and fight to find a Cure.     

          

- Dot Hinton 

mailto:tara@mysticchaos.com


¶ Original pledge numbers were 

65 pledges for $145,715.  

¶ After your support of this 

pledge drive, we  now have 

117 pledges for $209,780.  

¶ This represents a 43.9% 

increase from 2008 original 

pledge dollars. 

 

 More information will be 

coming to you soon from your 

Stewardship Committee which 

includes Tom Baker, Lowell 

Lafreniere, and Jack Derrick. 

- Tom Baker 
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Follow-Up on Every Member Canvass 2008 

cated at The Church of the Good 

Shepherd in downtown Raleigh. 

The doors are open from 11:00 

am.- 12:00 pm. each weekday to 

serve lunch to all who enter with 

no questions asked. Without do-

 You are expecting a few hun-

dred guests for lunch....Are 

you  ready?   

 That is the question Monday 

through Friday at The Shep-

herdôs Table Soup Kitchen lo-

nations of food, money and the 

help of many volunteers, the 

hundreds who come each day 

could possibly go without a hot, 

nutritious meal. 

 Abby Presson, Margaret 

Smith (Abby's mother), Carolyn 

Stoklas and Darden Baker vol-

unteered their time helping to 

prepare, serve and clean up on 

Tuesday April 29th. The total 

number of guests served was ap-

proximately 325. 

 This is a wonderful volunteer 

opportunity for the St. John's 

family. If you would like to get 

involved please contact Abby 

Presson at 554-1817 or emai her 

at presson@nc.rr.com. 

Volunteer Opportunity  

 Your Vestry would like to 

thank you for your very positive 

responses over the last five 

weeks (March 30 through April 

27). Here are the current 

numbers listed by response 

category: 

  

¶ 242 pledge cards mailed out  

¶ 130 responses received- 58% 

¶   17 increased pledges 

¶   52 new pledges  

¶   44 stayed the same 

¶     9 cannot pledge 

¶     8 removed from active list  


